Thought for the Month

We consider Christmas as the encounter,

the great encounter, the historical encounter,
the decisive encounter, between God and mankind.
He who has faith knows this truly, let him rejoice.

December 2016

Welcome Visitors..The Road UMC is the place to be!

The mission of The Road UMC is to become a community of believers
committed to helping all people to personally know Jesus Christ by delivering
a biblically based teaching and preaching of the gospel to those saved and
seeking Christ and thereby developing disciples, families and communities
through the power of the Holy Spirit. If you are new to our community and
looking for a church home or desire to explore your spirituality, please
consider us.

ST. MARY’S ROAD
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“A Christ-centered church, where we are,
Loving, Living, Learning and Leading in the kingdom of God”

At The ROAD, we are engaged in the L4 experience:

Loving God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength and loving neighbor
as thyself.

Living a life that is Christ-centered and biblically oriented.

Learning to be a disciple of Jesus Christ as we live counter to the culture
following wholeheartedly after God in a broken world.

Leading others to experience God; being light in darkness and salt in a
decaying environment.

If you would like to enter into fellowship with 7he ROAD UMC...
» Come during the Invitation to Discipleship
See our pastor or a member after church
Call the church office and schedule an appointment to speak with the pastor

Email us at stmarysrd@theroadumc.org
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See one of our ushers after the worship service

This is the working church!
The lazy church is down the street!
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Sunday, December 11, 2016 | 10:00 a.m.

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation.
God’s special possession that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light.”

1 Peter 2:9
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Our Time of Worship

3" Sunday of Advent Color: Purple, Blue or Pink
Liturgist Darryl Lisbon
THE GATHERING
(Time of Prayer and Meditation)
Lighting of the Candles Acolytes
*Song of Praise “Agnus Dei” Choir/Congregation
*Call to Worship Isaiah 35 Nakaila Mosley

Leader: In the midst of the barren land,

People: flowers burst into bloom.

Leader: In the midst of the dry desert,

People: streams of water gush forth.

Leader: In the midst of sorrow and sighing,

People: joy and gladness dance together.

Leader: We shall see the glory of God! The light glowing from our Advent
wreath is burning brighter. This radiance warms our hearts and fills
us with joy! The Lord has done great things for us. Today we light
three candles for Hope, Peace and Joy. Let us rejoice. “May those who
sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.”

*Hymn of Praise “Angels We Have Heard on High” UMH #238
*Altar Call Mary Hosley
Choral Response “Now Behold the Lamb” Congregation
The Ministry of Music The Unity Choir
The Message Pastor K
The Presentation of Tithes, Commitments & Offerings

Parish Notices/Welcome & Recognition of Visitors Helen Gibson

*Benediction

*Those that are able please stand.

LISTENING TO THE SERMON

Listen to the message from God’s Word and record your personal notes. Revisit them
during the week and let God’s truths take root in your life.

“Be doers of the Word, and not hearers only.” James 1:22

Advent

During Advent, we prepare for, and anticipate, the coming of Christ.
We remember the longing of Jews for a Messiah and our own longing
for, and need of, forgiveness, salvation and a new beginning. Even as
we look back and celebrate the birth of Jesus in a humble stable in
Bethlehem, we also look forward anticipating the second coming of
Christ as the fulfillment of all that was promised by his first coming.

l Birth Month Celebration
— 2016 Apportionment Appeal
Appeat 2016 Goal: $30,000.00

Get Excited!!!!Christmas comes but once a year.
You are invited to come to the Birth Month Celebration
and engage in some festive cheer!

o  Wear your best Christmas attire,
o Invite a guest and bring your appetite this Wednesday, December 14t
starting at 6:30 p.m.!
e Tables will be judged for best decorations/food.
e Update on birth month contributions.
Let’s celebrate what the Lord has done at our church this year!

Why Do We Pay Apportionments Again?...As a connectional church, we
support programs that the broader church approved at the Annual,
Jurisdictional, or General Conference. Apportionments, which are our
congregation's assessment, help to pay the cost for our United Methodist
colleges and universities. Apportionments help to afford care and support
for children with AIDS, and to speak out against violence in the Middle East.
Apportionments are paying for teachers, pastors, and missionaries around
the world —in Russia, Korea, and Africa, to name a few. United Methodists
gave $20.8 million to support victims of the 9/11 attacks. To date, 99% of the
funds collected have been distributed with no administrative fees. The funds
raised for Hurricane Katrina relief have aided 120,000 families. That's
missional giving! In the South Georgia Conference, the formula used to
calculate Apportionments is one third membership and two thirds expenses.
And that's why we pay apportionments! It is our financial responsibility for
being a part of this connectional church! Help us reach our 100% assessment
this year. Thank you! The Finance Ministry.

News in the Pews

REMINDER: Christmas boxes for the pastor and staff located in thefront of
the sanctuary are available today through Sunday, December 18

OUR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT is today at 5:00 p.m.

THE MARRIED COUPLES ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 1IS: Monday,
December 12 at 6:30 p.m. You are asked to bring a gift valued not over
$10.00 to exctange. For questions contadtIrs. Rose McRag€706) 327-8379.
OUR CHILDREN'’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM IS: Sunday December 18 at 8:30
a.m.Contact your SundaySchool teacher or Mrs. Rose McRae, Dr. Burl Levins,
Ms. Paud Egins or stop by theSundaySchool officefor speeches and readings
if you are interested. Rehearsal isSaturday, December 1¥ at 11:00 a.m.
followed by our Annual Christmas luncheon celebration.

OUR ANNUAL POINSETTIA DRIVE: is in progress! Poinsettias are $10.00
each and will beautify our satuary during this Christmas season.Contact a
member of the Altar Guild if you are interested. Flowers may bpicked up
following our Christmas morning worship service.

OUR NEW YEARS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE will be Saturday, December 3%
beginning at10:30 p.m. Refreshments will be served.

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE FOR ST. MARY’S ROAD is Saturday, January 2%
2017 from 10:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m.at the church. The cost is $10.00This is
open to the entire church.Plan to attend.

OUR CORPORATE READING RESOURCE FOR 2017 is Healthy Congregations:

A Systems Approach by Peter Steinke. The cost is $10.00. Contact the church

office to order your resource byDecember 18.

TRUSTEE ALERT! The use of church facilities, including church vans, should
receive approval fom the Trustees prior to use. All events should be placed
on the church calendar. Thd@rusteesmeet on the first Monday of the month
at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Meetings are open to all church members.

Note: Remember to silence cell phones and technology devices and limit
talking before our morning worship. Thank you!

Like us on Facebook at The Road UMC!
Visit our Website
@ www.theroadumc.org

Find us on:

facebook.

LECTIONARY READINGS, WEEK OF DECEMBER 11, 2016
Isaiah 35:1-10 Luke 1:47-55
James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11
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b LI1FE L.INE
SCREENITNG..
The Powwer of Preveritior:

Do more for your Cardiovascular Health. Affordable screenings will be done for
Carotid Artery (plaque), Heath Rhythm (Atrial Fibrillation), Abdominal Aortic
Aneurysm, Peripheral Arterial Disease and Osteoporosis Risk Assessment.
Package 1 include: Plaque, Vascular Disease — Heart Rhythm $139.00. Package 2:
Add an Osteroporosis Screening $149.00. Flyers are available in the narthex for
more information.

Life Line will be at St. Mary’s Road United Methodist Church on Wednesday,
January 18% . If you would like a free waiver, please contact the church office.

Waivers will be given on a first come, first serve basis.




